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I. 
GENERAL 

A.
Children have a right to at stable, permanent home in the least restrictive environment in which their needs may be met.

B.
The Permanency Planning (PP)/Adoption Review Team will ensure the Department is making consistent, long-term plans for each child, to meet those needs.

C.
All children must be reviewed by the PP/Adoption Review Team in the 10th and 16th month before the Permanence Planning hearing.

D.
It is Department policy that the PP/Adoption Review Team decide the recommendation to be made at the PP hearing. If new facts are brought forward before or at he court hearing, a continuance is to be requested' and a second PP Review must be scheduled:

II. 
REFERENCES 

Welfare and Institutions Code §36621, §366.22, §366.26 NTP 30-354.5

III.
COMPOSITION/PROCEDURES OF PP/ADOPTION REVIEW TEAM


A.
The Review Team is comprised of:

1.
The District Division Manager,

2.
The Adoptions Supervisor,

3.
The FR/PP worker for the case being reviewed,

4. The FR/PP worker's supervisor,

5.
Others as necessary, Such as the Licensing worker and supervisor if the potential adoptive family is a licensed foster parent.

B.
The Review Team will meet monthly in each district: 



First- Wednesday: West County

Second Wednesday: East County

Third Wednesday: Martinez

C. 
Workers will sign up on a sheet posted by the Division Manager's office (West and East) or circulated around the unit (Central).

D.
Cases are to be reviewed at 10 months (and 16 months, for cases extended beyond the 12 month period) after disposition.

E.
The 12 (or 18) month reports should not be written until after the PP/Adoption Review.

F. Cases in which the current caretaker relative or foster parent wishes to adopt the child shall be presented to the PP/Adoption Review Team every three months during the interim period between the Long-Term Foster Care order and the .26 hearing. 

IV.
FUNCTION OF THE PP/ADOPTION REVIEW TEAM

A.
Each foster child's case will be evaluated by the Review: Team to decide whether Reunification, Adoption, Guardianship, Long Term Foster Care or referral to the Casey Family Foundation is the most reasonable recommendation for the next court review:

B.
Decisions will be based on ;information outlined on the DC 131 (Foster Care Permanency Planning Review form) and orally presented by the FR worker to the Team. -Topics to be covered are:

1.
Reasonable services to date,

2.
Parent's cooperation with the FR service plan;

3.
Extent and results of search efforts for the absent parents and other relatives,

4.
Likelihood of reunification within 18 months;

5.
Probability of adoption., guardianship, or long term foster care if reunification is unsuccessful.

C.
If agreement concerning the service plan cannot be reached, the case will be referred to the Children's Services Bureau Chief for resolution.

D.
The decision by the PP/Adoption, Review Team is then included in the court report recommendation and adoptability assessment. This-is w Department decision, and may not be altered or re-negotiated with other parties before the court hearing.

CONTACT PERSON:
First-line Supervisors and above may contact the Program Analyst for FR/PP with any questions about this Bulletin
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