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I.
GENERAL

Establishing paternity is important for many reasons, e.g., reunification service, custody, termination of parental rights, etc. Paternity testing is available through the District Attorney, Child Support Division. Establishing paternity is accomplished by means of a blood test. Paternity can be determined by testing only the father and child, however results are speedier when the mother is tested also.

II.
KINDS OF PATERNITY TESTING

Usually, paternity can be established through the more simplified method of two blood test procedures. The most commonly used method is the least costly and usually produces the information needed. Occasionally, more definitive results are needed, thus, more sophisticated and expensive DNA testing is required. The difference in cost between the two methods is substantial. Regular testing is $75 per person, whereas the cost of DNA testing is usually, more than $1,000. Division Manager approval is required when DNA testing is requested.

III. 

COURT ORDER FOR TESTING


Whenever it is not clear who the father of a child is or whenever a named individual denies paternity, testing is indicated. A legal father who denies paternity should be offered paternity testing. The court orders paternity testing. The process begins with the court initiating form JV 500 requesting information as to whether or not paternity has been previously declared by a superior court order or judgment. The form is sent to the District Attorney and a response is provided within 25 judicial days.

IV. 
PROCEDURE FOR TESTING

To request paternity testing, the Social Worker complete‑, the form Protective Services Blood Test Appointments and sends it to the D.A. FAMILY SUPPORT attn: LEGAL UNIT at 50 Douglas Dr. Martinez. This form was developed by Family Support and is not in our system, however, the form will be available in the districts for duplication as needed. (A copy is attached to this AB)

Family Support needs 24 to 48 hours notice before a client is to be tested. For clients who are incarcerated in the local County jail or live out of the area, more time is required to set up the appointment.

If the parties to be tested cannot be tested on the same day or at the same time, this should be noted on the appointment form in the comments section.

V.
TESTING LOCATION/SCHEDULE AND RESULTS

A. Location

1.
Persons living within 100 miles of Martinez will be scheduled at the Contra Costa County Family Support office at 50 Douglas Drive, Martinez.

2.
Persons living more than 100 miles from Martinez and in other states will be scheduled at a location nearest their home.

B. Schedule

Testing is scheduled for Wednesdays. Hours are:

First Wednesday of the month ‑‑ 12.00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

All other Wednesdays ‑‑ 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

C. Results

Once all parties have had blood drawn, results may be available as early as 2 weeks or as long as 6 weeks. When extended testing or a re‑draw is needed, results may take longer than 6 weeks. For extended testing, no additional blood is drawn, the existing blood sample is used. Re‑draws are needed if the original blood draw was unsuitable for testing.

VI. COST OF TESTING AND PAYMENT

A. COST

The cost of regular testing is $75.00 per person and is borne by either the District Attorney's Office or the Employment and Human Services Department (EHSD) depending on the situation. Payment for the service is accomplished through an interdepartmental charge process which at the EHSD end is handled by Fiscal operation,

The cost of DNA testing is very expensive and requires approval of the Division Manager.

B.
Payment Responsibility
1. Social Service is responsible for payment when no Family Support case exists or when paternity already has been established in Family Support case by default judgment, stipulation or order per hearing, but Social Service still requests testing.

2. The District Attorney's Office is responsible for costs when there is a Family Support case but paternity has not been established.
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